A 5-year profile of the incidence of total joint replacement in South Africa (1985-1989).
This survey was conducted to determine the number of total joint replacements (TJRs) carried out annually in South Africa from 1985 to 1989 and the number of surgeons performing these procedures. During this period there was a 28% increase in the number of TJRs performed annually with an average increase of 20% in total hip replacements and 40% in total knee replacements. The number of surgeons involved in joint replacement during the survey period decreased by 7% in state-subsidised institutions but increased by 57% in the private sector. This is reflected in the number of TJRs performed each year, which has remained static in the state institutions but exhibits a threefold increase in the private sector. This probably reflects a shift in emphasis in state health care policy.